








Hemis, 440s, Scat Packs, Challengers and
Super Bees—when it came to muscle
in the heyday, Chrysler let it all hang out.

s+s by Calin Comer
s+ photography by Jim Haafner

“Mapar or no cart”

s the batile eiy of the Mopar Rahful, often
heard whien a badass Ford or Chevy mome
by, Tathe aninitiated, this fEeroe brand loyaloe
cahi be almest cultish in nature. However, w
thoes whi have expenienced che wild Cheysler
creatiors. from the lage "60s and exrly ‘7i0s
muscle car ers, thin loyaliy isn't shocking,
Chising their hegalay, those pavemem

thumping Super Boes, Road Runmer. Chamgen,
Barracudas and Challengers mled the avense
that mattered wiih their bumblebes wripes,

i

ey hioods and color names |i|-|.' T't"m
"_-H.'I.'_I'. Suhlime, Cin- MJ:lglr ansd 'l.'l:lil Hamana,

5o what legd o ehin mu H_[-l'-l...lr RENNTOIIRACY
!I'n.'nr ':-.|I:I:|.i.||.'r5I It weas J|.1l||.|||.1.' i||l|.| a :n||1i||1|-
arinm of a |||l||¥| lime ||rjl-|:rF||rl|u11-_'.|:--_1ri{n|:|_'d
(=151 F.l.'li:lg Baeke vo elue early "50s, l_'.||1-_|.1.|r_'r.
comgidered by many the most enginecring
fescmned of the .I!ug [aree, FRay .||1-l.-.|:|.'-. lsewen a
leader im ]lunr[r!ml_-r immdivations, [n 1953,
Cheyaler ser a ek cor recard at Bonnevlle
witli lI.lIEI.IIII:H 11 "'E'h pazs, and Lee
Perry imraduced MASCAR s the Hem with

five firsr-place finidhes and 2% top-five Gninkes

But neal production muscle saned in 1955
with the Chosler C-300, the Rt of the
fanous “Leiter Can® Sporting o 300khp,
150-cubic-inch dual-quad Hemi, the C-300
assumed begend sty after o record-seming
127.58-mph Mying-mile nan ar Dayroaa,

e best pare was thae foe 54,050, snybody
conld walk into a Chrsler dealesship and
order one of these lourioms bor rods By
1958, the last year of 3 Hemi-powered Lene
Car, the 30D, the record-seming rradician
contnoed with MNorm Tharcher's Class E
1 56-mph-plus record men ar Bopneville,




The B Series “wedpe” engine replaced the
expensive and complex Hemi in 1959, Laer,
with the advens of the Mox Wedge version,
Chryler was doing quite well in NHREA
competition, The pm’lll.t-.m.w.u MASCAR.

Although great for drag racing, in
NANCAR, the Max ‘ﬁ-’r.nlgr junt conddn'
conpete wwithi the bear Troen Chevroler and
PManriac, By April 1963, the wp bress at
Chryaler sent “the word™ dovwn From above:
They wanted o win l'.r.'l.:|.1'-|1nq i 1N,

Acconding 1o the "Godbdher of the Hemi!
Chryler .rng-ilm-t Tom Hoover, all Jgr.n.:d

thar oo win Daytona they necided the froe-
breashimg Hemi back, The ongmesning tram
immeediarely went 1o work, cncating the
420 Hemi by placing Hemi heads on the
420 Max Wedge ongine. In February 1964,
Cheypaler mntrlused fis new 426 Hemi ag the
Daytona 500 amd simply destroyed the field,

Phtver Paal Gaoldsmich pus his Hemij-
powered Mymouth on the pole with a
revodsl-sciting | 74-mph nm. Richard Meary
guadified sccome in his Hemi Plyanoach and
bl 1684 af ehe 200 laps — even Lapping the
eatire feld on hiz way ro viciony drdle. In

the end, Chrvsler and s new 426 Heml
findshed 1-2-3 a1 Dwnas, handily meeting
their goal of mking back MASCAR in 64,
The Hemil won 26 of 62 races that year,

After o 1965 NASCAR rile change
that almest eliminated the 426 Hemi
in competition, a5 [t was not a regular
production option, Chiyaler made the
426 Hemi available in 1966 Dodge sireet
cars, MASCAR was again the “Propenty of
Mopar” and the car-buying public could
get 426 Hemi pawer just by walking into
a Elml;_ge d:qlnahi.p.




Rickard “The King™ Potty toak full
wlvasiage al Hami powers and weed it
b dammnatis NASCAR, Petiy ahown

hare piluting his lamsou B4 Plymosth

Mlusscle "III']'Ll'H. sluo ey cheir imask in NHEA
drag racmg competition, The 'IE.nn.h:n}-n.' !
R |.||II:|I.'i'\.;|||L £ hvakee |:||1|1|:| |'||F;||r\-|1-|
waali fhe MHEA Maioinah irl .'“-H ”‘u.' h.?;‘-
cnclary “Big Dadily™ Pon Gadies weed Heml
fiiiralaig m |‘||1 -";wJ'|II1 H'—Il |5|-1|.un.'r- Eir
bt the ferie oo hecake 170 mph In the same pear,
befiee snashing the 200 maph bhanser in 164
Iy inltiple clisses of WHRA competiton, driv
e like Lading Rommic Sox, Geme Adams and
coigiiglei oiheis ised their Hemi hamomens o
drive away tlie comprtiton,

Fraim ihe 110F4 o the 19708, r'lr:-l-ll:! ol
uicti b beroes vist of rcon and soouminlred
fade wien likie o windihichd gathers bugs on o
ritigzy’ might in Louisana. IF vou were senicus
about witning, you raced o Mopar,

Which brirgs we oo the neall reasom mearms-
facturon put o musch offon inm winning rides
— to sell can. While Chrysler was dominasting
the racing worhl, they were nog wining in the

shernwroom. The fight for the perlormance cas

marker (o the il Gk wan Geme, Cheyaler

.'\lhqllll.h |'|.I|.‘| thie |.'|'|.:.¢|I|.|.1 — 1h—\. [[EL] |',|||1||
SV I|I|.' Ii.'hl'. II|:|.1.‘||;|.| i Fl;l 1||:_| i i icitimm

Late response to the pony cars
Ihe e Tlarlulnn for Claraler |u|'||||.||,|-|.
atmeed a1 ghe :||-||I|'. ket I ehe -6
were the & !ll'lll..l cary (ihs rj-lltljl_l hart amd
the Plymoush Valiany and Barracuda) and the
B Handy cass (Phodge Coranet and fymoarh
Belhvedeie anid Sancllineh

Cloryaders offerings didn't saand a chanee
againi the competition. The Ford Muscang,
indpomlaced e 1964, cuaghs both G and
Choaber aslecp an abe swaoch, While {30
was able o wpend ap she inproducnion of 1he
Chevruler Camarm and Pannae Frchind, bach
selased as |67 imodch, Chinpsler was solidly

Chrysler had found the magic formula —
a good-looking, no-frills performance car
at a price almost anybody could afford.

16 Hs Sty s

shuat wist ol the pony car wars wich io owdaied
A Heuly oiferings. They were nowhere near as
stylish or performance onemed as the G amd
Fond compaces,

The fighe for Mopar IF Body cars was even
moughon Sammg i 19, Ponac ofhcually
kickod off the muscle-car rice with she €T
The GICY and oy oorporane . cousins thi
Oldsmohile 442,

Cheyvroler Super Spor

Buich firamd Spon amd
eie |.|-.||I-| well
|;.'h.|.l'\{|.1 o the veith msrker. wirth s Gnass
waling blemd  od [P Enenmi ficE anl l\.l'\||||.
AP pesdid e ”""IF' iirml |']|.'|I||||.|I|| bl i||I||_ [15]
nHer mnasde of ||'.|_' hrs FHTT Esein ihe 19807
incrreslucn i ol vhe Chamae BT and Belvedere
X did Liode 1o babaer salee Mo gk,
! :|II'! allew wan Laee oo this frarty

B ehiis  wirialid |i'|jll¥.|.' with ihe 1'ME
inareslucakin of the mew B Bealy mosdels, Tona
NEwW i wWer J.IIIII_1.| u.||l|l|_'|:| il |||-_' :.1'.||r|'\.
mrket: The Myl Bisal Booner and ihe
Phealge Saper Ber. The bl were ommed on
1hie Lampctigiam, fur oven thimupgh r|-..,:| hail

geat cary, o one baed amahing named after

CEFfHEn § [ iFacicT.

T Later A 1958 Chayslar

C-300, ihe Nirst of the
IlgIndl-rr"Lgl_l:l'l-r Caix’”
It iproveed Chaysler

wak ssrious about
porformance — N 5CAR
performance you cold
drlva hamal



Sales dmproved  dramarically. In 1967,
Flymusith sald 12,0 1% Bebvodere GTX madels

— the sportica model for that year. In 1963,
the redesigned TN sald 18,272 cam, while
the wow Road Bunnc, a lew-price erim level
of the s car with @ ssndand 3683 CI0D Y4
and mamial mansmision, skl 3 whopping
44,318 copics

Chrysler had found the magic formula
a good-looking, no-frills perfarmance car as
a price almow anybody could afforsl. Wath
a hase price of 52,89, Rowd Runners were
Ieewny sl ws tam as they could be bufle, As bl
beeen chee case since 19456, check the righs bowes
o o B Biody order sheer and you could gey the
A2l Soreet Hemi with 425 hp, 8 {aor mor o
on hosepowes-hungry bayes swiching w3
Blopar from the O%4 or Fond campe

I 1969, Clurvaler sefined e new I8 Boslsen
CYET Wmne, .IIjII.i:IF' aTEi |r|.'l||||r||.||:||,|' B
EEmim |.||'\'ril.|lh. such av the Hup-l'l T:JLL E'J‘L.
welsich connsted af a4, 001 Dana 60 fesr axle,
|_'r:|w|_'l il |'|r;||.|_'|. .l.mj |:-1|'||_1 |1.|.1.;.:'|n.

A am aleermative go the alnsoss S598 Hemn

LT |1|||.|:|-|_-4: ww fhe mimduction of the

A4 LY Sx2bld caibuwienad EMEING as par al

el ||.1|'H.|||:| :Il'Hl-Hlllltﬂilul conde &1 2 “comaersion
|1JL‘|-::|_'r alfercd an Bosl Runnes and Mupen
Roa, The AR2 can wers thinly disguised diag
vadn adlferil ”FI" Tevern lur |J-.:|:|r:| 1'|||!.'|.5-r|

wasit stupicd — ot knowt the best way io goi

Two soriouws Wedge hestded monsters — the
425 CID "MWaa Wedga™ (top) and the 1949 .5
480 CID ~5in Pach™ [abewr]. Big power mn'
abways ipalled "Hemi”™ in the warld al Mopas,

its new S00-hp, multk-carbarod 440 noticed
WA Th |ﬁl| il il'l [&=1g 1] |I|J| WA hl \.l.'fhi.-.l'l'.\' 18 ww]
arsdl dlrag Facing aceion,

Ti I.IJ_I.', ly'rul Frena B Bl i scll For 51000, TG
fie SO0, 000, and A2
nambers. Any gesd B Body w dosable, and

gars trade at simalar

theres one o Fin fust abowt any budges. For
cxample. a groar 69 33 four-speed  Road
Risinor hanbiop o nght around e 535,000
mark — anal a lot of qr for the money:

Crne dic-hand G guy wooed by the new
Mopars in 1'% was then-22-year-old Mike
Cnmaree, Mo scing the new 1969 Charger
RIT, be sraded the Tn Powor G100 he was
dlriving at the time for his fime Mopaz.

It was a bl can wery sharp in BS
Brght Blsc with a white vingl cog and whise

MOPAR
MOTORHEADS
MEET

= Lifds
S L AL

I ey Sanes ol tha sl

CLUBS

Tha WHC Cluk Ins.
ehiralasige i

Dl:.-tnm—hupnmrd At Club

sl Feagestey

B

Mopar Enthusissts Car Club
of Amarics
g areriaiaes Talmeeom
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MOPAR MANIA

MOPAR FANS HAVE &n ample

bt FurTe angl

MUSEUMS

Walter P. Cheysler Museurm

e e T T LLFTY

Emith Collection Musesm of

Flayd Garratt’'s Musce Car Musoum
sl T = .

g4 0 1 Ha

ik UL OO incen

WEEB SITES

Crfficial Mopar Site: moparcom
Magarts moparte. con

Mopar Ring: mopar-ring.ong

BOOKS

AUllion-Dollar Muscia Cars: The
Rarest and Moat Collectilble Cars af
thie Performance Era

by Calin Ciosmaar

Mopar Musclo: Fifty Years: Dodge,
; rysler Pacformance

Muscle: Amoriea's Logendary
Performanos Cars
: dy Lalfie g

Orlginal Challanger and Barracuda
T8F0-1974: The Restoror's Guide
by Jer Schilsd

Criginal Dedge & Plymeuth
B-Bagy Muscle 1984-TRI0: The
Festorers Guade

13 Higariys

= 1% PLYMOUTH HEMI ‘CUDA CONVERTIELE

54,434 52,690
= B-u'l:f!E s
53,470 52,150

TRAT 5 440 SIX PACK SUPER BEE

interion,” Guanse e "lehad che 440 Magnam
Y-8 dand 375 hp, and the color combo looked
great with redline nires. 1 onanedd it for nes veass
anad wish [ wansld have keprin.”

The baggest shor fired by Chawaler in the
muscle-car wars came ke in dhe pame —
the iconic Plymouth Barmcuda and Drasitige
Challenpger. Inmroduced & 1970 model vear
cars on (-h rysler's new | Baody pljrl'nn'u, Ilu.';r
were @ camplers 11.:..'I'-_|.1,'r with bith lisaks
and performance, A lomg dasr Chryaler had
e cars char could acrially Ciijiete with the
Musrang, Camars snd Firehisd.

57,500 520,000
L1 [u] A5
55,000 55,300

Awailable with cveryehing from a lowly
Slusin Siy enpine to the miaghsy 426 Hemi, the
E Baully e ware all sew, unlike the warmoed-
evet |64 devign used an the previonis A Baody
Basmacuda. [Medormance versions of boch were
alfored — the Mymawth 'Coda and the Dodge
Challetger JUT.

The bax CIEHLC Was the 303 CID VB,
with optiomal 340 CID 4 barrel, 340 CIY
v bareel, 440 4 barrel, 440 & barrel and
426 Hemi. A multiivde of mansmisdon amd
driveirain LIS WeTe availahle, 2 well as jus
about every luoury and corvenience option

After 1971, ever-tightening government regulations
took most of the fun out of just about

An Old Goat Speaks

"1 GOTTA CHAMGE MY PLUGS" was iha
ralbiing oy Tod Hemi cvvedn whean we pulled
through the drive-in in one of my Royal
Bobcat Porilacs on our lste-night rounds
i snd down Detroith famed Wosckwastd
Avarum, Why, yens gsk? Becouss after a night
ot cruming Woodward, the “Street Hemi™
veoahd fowl tha plugs and could do nothing
micre tham “pam, moan and bBackline™ when
trying 19 “gas ene o™ o0 Woodwand

every car from Detroit.

Wee weild wail down 1 Royal Pontioc
until about 11 pum., then go cut 1o pick on
il Hii ey, I.r-r,nrrlg iy Flugq would be
loaded up. Yes, we got our hats honded 1o
wi & lew times by those Factory guys with a
vl -prepped Hemi — they kniew Batter 1hen
be emiid. A wellgrepped Hems was -.KI"I;
Kg.ng‘ biet wedan't Fokd i s Wy ||_1r|r:|
i Ehal need

Wiih tha I"'nl".'ll_l:.l'll'r-\'.irlrums.mruul'q iy
tacE bt the one that counted
race. lis cars hasd noghing in -.-.:.-Im-_] witil 1

thes sales



RS

$32,000 S68.500
TR TS
$28,500 531,000

ol coighd waist i oa 'l.|".||I|.'-' Lar ||'. 1|'.|| if
alf, 1970 |1|.'|l_.1|: the availability of Chenlers
famwnas “High Impact Pani” wolos

Mehough ihe Challenper and Barraceda con-
tmal m prodscnion throagh che 1974 maode]
yoar, aher 1971, owr-tsghboming posemmiem
negulations ook moss of the fun owr of jus
abour every G from Deros, incheding the
ance mighty Mopar performance offerings

The last year of the 426 Hemi amd 4440
cogine was 1971, and the most homepower
you could get im an E Body for 1972 waa
2440 from o 340 CALY 4 basrel engine. 5o fos
collecrors, pres 972 model year cars are where
is ar lor Chepsler prodces.

Riding the muscle car revival
Im 1970, the base price for all Barrscsds
VAEKIFDE Wik rik-jnr arcand 55,0000, 1§ vk It
the ilrmste T Ciigla, 3 426 Hen ||-rl.||.'||l|rn|
-\.|'|||I--I:|r5|. like 04 p-:'l.||'l|.- did thar vear, i Cad
waiilil leave been Il.|||.$_||||' L4, 500 mew,

I 2065, ome ol the 14 sold 31 asction far
L2 Mhmillion, Think thar'sa ||:'; Fpielier! M
abhwmir @ wirnidar 1971 Hemi "Cada eonvertible
EnC ||I'|||-.r LT p|1|-|1||., eal. alve alsoact 54,500
mew, I 2007, BM Moo sald [RILT ich a
caf fiat 3 stagpering $2.42 million.

Mavid Chimstenlsoly owned the 70 Hemi
"Cridda comvertible thae sold for $2.16 million
“I borught the car when it was cxpensive, bae

$465,000 $1.95 Million
2o0h DA - -
553,000 $127,000

RILECE C i T Sl L i, il even e o n'rlpl-'\ by

rnt s muach thar | was afmsd oo drive it says
the Anznna muscle-car collecor.

i whille he pwned ir, the values increased
s much that it became 2 dedicare invarment.
"It way pange sm. Chastenholy ays. “The
mcney teok avwsy lream oy enjoyment,”

He replaced the Hemi "Cuds convertible
wiith a 71 Hemi "Cixls kasdiop
car, pust like the comverahle, b u:-!nu-llniu'.;.; my

In's a it

wivnle lamily enpoys driving,” Chrvienbolz wya
ot 8l Chdas amed Chal-
LII:{\:I R 15 hawe |'¢|I-\.||||.--|:||.I|:|'|-r1 EmEn, F'-Ir

Don't despair

thee embisEmr who i||1I: WeENEL & !_'lr.I | F|-||..|:|'
1o dlnive, show and ey, thirie afc |:t-.-r||l.' (1]
i fsaad For weld usder S 10600, 05D, Biv |'\.|.|..: The
]II|:|I|.'\-||-|'u|:-.1||| it 190 Py imoush 'Cuada AAR
arl {.ILIIIEII!'IL'I TiA 380 Six Meck cars — with
4 Binai -1|,In'\..|. al crmipe

Bualy v homalgare the E Bady for SCCA
ml'lll:"‘!lllllll. Illl"-l.' [= W] Il |I|nr |'|||_I|I.-:\|'I.'\|.:|||l_
540 .::|Fi;|n, ||.|.|r\-r|||1||E‘ |_--.||.:||'\.r_ r-h.l|| Ko
l!ll:fl‘t '-'ll'.l*ll.'-ﬁ.lll.'. ‘“Itlldhl'.'. !ll:q.hl'h :Ir'llnl .||'||I
{1 1] \IH'llIl.'l"'. hlll! rJ.I:rl’lﬂ l:l'.| '.ﬂr.lpllll._'. Aft 8
ratich fsti 1 books ag as they are 1o dime.

The werld af Mopar Buscle has a long and
acceahl history, with sehicles o mach jus
absuar sy taste, Ard while | recomsmeend againg
grening a Pentastar or Foad Rumner @noo
daplay your byl 1 wouldnt bBlame you one
bix of driving some Mopar Musdle maks ywou
shomie ™ Maopar or Mo Carl” g fessr once.

Road Rurner and the great advertising Sor it

s along, Mot anly had Cheyaler created
o new car, s marketing for  was a stroke
e UL T was an -\.inlxl gkt | werah | had

thought of it mysell! Promoting that ness car

pecrangd 1hat cocky litgle beed made everybody
sit up and take nobon

Packagsd wath the 383 "wedge] the Rosd
RiariniaT wir & VY C R G ARG
with the wedge besd engines edipsed the
ftro Capabaieig Of the Hesme, wiech 88 ous
showroom Soon

Haaficm, Thatie e 8 i Hoge] Hiifme
fand Super Bess] and Chadas (and Challengers)
o) vl Hawm g et i '.|':'|| AP !|-\.‘_u|-'\-
rang collecthbles

— T VT, “Gadiatber of the GTO
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